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Three Grade 5 students shared with Council some of the amazing work they’ve been doing to develop 
technology skills. The presentation included an overview of the implementation of Google Classroom 
as well as an animated project coded by students on the Scratch platform (Yes…they write code!). 
This presentation demonstrated the impact of Council’s investment in recent years in technology for 
classrooms. It was about an 18 out of 10 on the adorable scale. Special thanks to the Grade 5 team of 
teachers for their involvement in this effort.

Dr. Andrea Hoffman, an RH McGregor Parent, and Katy Pedersen from the hospital foundation shared 
some of the incredible work at Holland-Bloorview. This is a hospital that is focused on improving the live 
of kids with disabilities. And the work they do is phenomenal. Our Council has a proud history of looking 
for targeted opportunities to invest in the wellbeing of our community outside of the immediate school 
environment. Last year, for example, a fundraiser was held to support the Flemingdon Food Bank. This 
year, Council voted to match donations raised by students in the community as part of the Capes for 
Kids campaign. We will be collaborating with the Principal to work out the logistics of this effort and have 
more news shortly. There is also potential for an educational component. In the meantime, you can learn 
more about this inspiring campaign at www.capesforkids.ca. 

STUDENT TECHNOLOGY PRESENTATION //

HOLLAND-BLOORVIEW KIDS REHABILITATION HOSPITAL PRESENTATION //

Council is eager to bring the community together to celebrate the end of another wonderful school year. 
In the past this has taken several forms including, a Spring Fair. Fairs are enormous undertakings that 
require 80-100 volunteers. This tally includes a core team that works 5-10 hours per weeks for 2-3 
months in preparation for a successful event. With this in mind, Council has asked a few knowledgeable 
volunteers to consider alternative ideas and recommend ways to achieve the goal of a capstone 
community event with a lower burden on volunteers. Fairs are also significant fundraising events. With 
the addition of the second monthly pizza lunch, Council is confident that budgeted expenses can be met 
without the revenue from a Spring Fair.

YEAR-END COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EVENT //

Council had a productive dialogue about the major construction project getting underway across Coxwell 
Avenue at Michael Garron Hospital (MGH). Council is developing a list of questions for the hospital staff 
about the project and its potential impact on the school community and our kids. Those questions will 
be forwarded via our Principal and the Council Chair to the MGH along with an invitation to attend the 
March 21, 2018 Council meeting to share updates and address concerns. All parents are welcome to 
attend. You can also feel free to share your questions in advance and we’ll work to get the answers.

DISCUSSION REGARDING MICHAEL GARRON HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION //

http://www.capesforkids.ca
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classrooms. We are confident that the team at RH McGregor is doing everything they can to make the 
best of a challenging situation. We want to know that the TDSB is doing their part too and what their 
plans are to address this situation. Council passed a motion directing the Executive to send a letter to 
our Trustee, Superintendent and others that:

* Expresses our understanding of the issue currently,
* Expresses our concern for staff and our kids,
* Expresses our belief that the RH McGregor team is doing all they can to manage a   

challenging situation,
* Seeks to understand the full scope of the issue as the TDSB sees it, and
* Asks for a timely response as to what the TDSB is doing to resolve the situation.

We will be sure to report back what we learn and what additional steps may be taken.

Both the Principal’s and Teachers’ Updates this month focused on the benefits of technological 
investment in the school. Maria also reported that an additional investment of $10,000 from the school’s 
budget has been made to further expand the inventory of Chromebooks and iPads in the school. We 
expect to hear soon how the staff intends to invest the $2,500 in Council funds allocated to technology. 

PRINCIPAL’S & TEACHERS’ UPDATES //

The Community Consultation Survey we conducted in the fall established a priority to enhance 
communications within the school community. Our amazing Communications Committee then got 
to work looking at how we might advance that goal. The committee shared its plans with Council 
on Wednesday night. These plans include enhanced email communication protocols, improved 
infrastructure to ensure data security and year-over-year transition of knowledge and resources, and 
(insert drum role) a new council website. Stay tuned for updates. 

COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE UPDATE //

Parents’ Night Out is an annual fundraiser to support the Grade 5 
Graduation Trip. It will be held this Saturday at Remarks Bar & Grill on 
Coxwell. Doors open at 7PM. You can buy tickets until 9PM Friday on 
Munch-a-lunch or at the door for $10. 
We hope to see you there! 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT IS THIS SATURDAY!

Our Next Council meeting will be held in the Library on March 21, 2018. Child 
care is always provided.

NEXT MEETING //

You may have read in the Mid-Year Report that was circulated this week that the school – in fact 
all schools in the province – are having trouble finding Supply Teachers. This creates a number of 
challenges in the school and often requires the shuffling around of teachers to ensure coverage of 

SUPPLY TEACHER AVAILABILITY ISSUE //


