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Advocacy on behalf of the R.H. McGregor parent community is an important part of the work of 
the Parent & School Council (PSC). PSC advocacy efforts have been focussed on a number of 
important issues this school year. Here is an update on those initiatives.

Each spring, the TDSB sends projected enrollment figures and staffing models to each school principal. 
Principals then consult with their communities, raise questions and concerns, and, when necessary, 
seek changes to the models. As R.H. McGregor is a large school with both English and French streams, 
this is a complex process. The complexity is compounded by the reality that we’re all making our way in 
a resource constrained educational system. 

Based on advocacy from school administration, supported by the PSC Executive, an exception was 
secured the French stream. The result is fewer split classes and smaller class sizes generally. Advocacy 
continues with respect to the English stream. A letter was sent to the superintendent this week outlining 
parent concerns and seeking alterations. A copy of that letter is attached to this update for your 
information. Next steps will be determined once a response has been received.

STAFFING MODELS FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR //

In our Mid-Year Update, PSC reported that conversations were ongoing with MGH to understand the 
scope and potential impact of the upcoming construction project. At our February meeting, senior 
representatives from MGH presented to Council and answered questions from the community. As 
construction plans are still coming together, there are a few outstanding concerns. For example, we 
would like to understand the impact of changing traffic patterns during the construction period and take 

MICHAEL GARRON HOSPITAL (MGH) CONSTRUCTION //

Since the fall, PSC has been monitoring a province-wide scarcity of supply teachers. This is a 
challenging issue for parents, teachers, administrators, and our children. PSC remains confident that the 
team at R.H. McGregor is working hard to make the best of a challenging situation. We thank them for 
their efforts on behalf of our kids. 

At the beginning of April, a letter was sent to our Superintendent and Trustee seeking to understand the 
scope of the challenge and what the TDSB is doing to address it. A copy of that letter is attached to this 
update for your information. Next steps in this process will be determined once a response has been 
received.

SUPPLY TEACHER AVAILABILITY //
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steps to ensure our children are safe coming and going from the school. PSC, school administration and 
the team at MGH will continue to work together to address these concerns.

A couple key points to keep in mind:

* Major construction is now expected to get underway in the fall
* You can stay informed by subscribing to MGH’s construction update email news by 

contacting redevelopment@tehn.ca. 

Fix Our Schools is an advocacy group hoping to make an impact on the issue of school infrastructure in 
the upcoming election. Here is how their website describes the initiative:

“In a nutshell… we are parents, students, grandparents, teachers, principals, caretakers and voters who 
believe that every publicly funded school in Ontario ought to be a safe, healthy, well-maintained building 
that provides an environment conducive to learning and working. We believe schools must be funded as 
a key component of our society’s infrastructure and that the $15.9-billion of disrepair in Ontario’s schools 
must be addressed immediately.”

During the upcoming election, their goal is to encourage all candidates to sign the Fix Our Schools 
Pledge and “send a strong message to our provincial government, which truly does hold the power over 
education and school funding, that Ontario’s citizens want them to prioritize publicly funded education 
and schools!”

To learn more about Fix Our Schools and how to get involved in their work, go to http://fixourschools.ca/. 

FIX OUR SCHOOLS PLEDGE //

PIAC is the Parent Involvement Advisory Committee. Its mission is: “To aid access to information and 
resources for parents, especially that of the Toronto District School Board (TDSB) and Ontario Ministry 
of Education, in support of more effective parent engagement in their child’s learning to improve student 
achievement and well-being, and enhance accountability of the education system.”

PIAC is asking as wide a range of parents as possible to take a quick (less than 5 minute) survey on 
how they currently receive info from TDSB on consultation issues. PIAC (via its Consultations Working 
Group) will use the survey results in creation of a best practices document for the TDSB staff. The 
survey is currently live until the end of May: https://goo.gl/forms/CAQyRWG3vJVf6iab2.

PIAC PARENT CONSULTATION SURVEY //

TDSB has undertaken a review of its French programs. This part of the board’s response to the 
Enhancing Equity Taskforce Report. The review will look at “the current status of all French Programs, 
including the structure, content of the teaching and learning, and policies and procedures related to 
French.” 

For more information about the review and to participate, please visit http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Community/
Public-Consultations/French-Review. You can choose to participate in a community meeting and/or by 
completing an online survey.  All parents are encouraged to participate as French Programs impact 
every child. 

FRENCH PROGRAM REVIEW //
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May 4, 2018

Lucy Giannotta
Superintendent of Education
Toronto District School Board
Learning Network 28

Dear Superintendent Giannotta,

I write to you today on behalf of the parent community at R.H. McGregor Elementary School to express 
concerns related to the English stream staffing model currently being considered for our children’s 
school. Ms. Lo Bianco shared recently that you had approved an important exception for the French 
stream to reduce the number of split classes. We want to thank you for that decision. We are hopeful 
that similar consideration can be given for the English stream.

Parents have raised a number of concerns about the existing, projected English model for next school 
year:

1. Large Class Sizes. Parents, educators and administrators share a commitment to creating 
spaces and programs that contribute to student success. As class sizes increase, it becomes 
much more challenging to ensure that each student can succeed and have a positive 
educational experience. Large classes are also more challenging for teachers who experience 
a higher likelihood of behavioural issues in the classroom. Further, the English stream model 
includes some classes that are substantially larger than their counterparts in the French 
stream. Parents view this as an equity issue. 

2. Split Classes. Parents are concerned that students in split classes will not receive the same 
quality educational experiences as those in non-split classes. Particularly concerning is the 
3/4 split class at line 14 of the current model. The 5 grade-four students in a class dominated 
by grade 3s would appear to be at a significant disadvantage. We greatly appreciated that you 
were able to provide exceptions for the French stream. We hope that a similar potential exists 
for the English stream. 

3. Reintroduction of HSP Students. As the footnotes to the model indicate, one class has 
been reduced in size to accommodate the reintroduction of HSP students into the classrooms. 
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Parents are concerned that further accommodations are necessary to ensure that classes 
function well while HSP students are reintroduced. 

4. Accommodating students with Individual Education Plans (IEPs). IEPs are an important 
tool to help students reach their educational potential. It stands to reason that students 
with IEPs may, from time to time, require additional attention or special consideration from 
classroom and prep teachers. Our parent community is concerned that large classes will make 
that support very challenging and impact on the educational experiences of all students. 

5. Social, developmental implications of Grade 4 student distribution. Parents are also 
concerned about the spread of our grade 4 English students. A handful are in a 3/4 split as 
outlined above. Some are grouped with only their grade 4 peers. The remainder are placed in 
one of two 4/5 splits.

With the foregoing in mind, we ask that you consider these concerns. Ideally, we would like to see 
English stream class sizes capped at levels in concert with the French stream. This would alleviate 
many of the concerns outlined above and ensure greater equity within the school.

Sincerely,

____________________________________
Cameron McAlpine
Chair, Parent & School Council
R.H. McGregor Elementary School

cc. Jennifer Story, Trustee, Ward 15 Toronto-Danforth
 Maria Lo Bianco, Principal, R.H. McGregor Elementary
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